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I incorrectly identified the candidate bound-
ary at Cau in Figure 9.A (GRANIER, 2025, p. 11).
During my first visit to the site with E. MONTEIL
(25/04/2024), we did not enter the private
properties (Fig. 11.A) and were misled by num-
bers painted on loose pieces of rock (Fig. 11.B)
along one via pecuaria (drovers' road; livestock
track). Using the 'Sistema de Informacién Geo-
grafica de Parcelas Agricolas (SIGPAC)' of the
'Ministerio de Agricultura, Pesca y Alimentacion'
of Spain, I later identified a branch of the via
pecuaria skirting an arroyo (dry stream bed)
that crosses privately owned properties. During
a second visit, made alone (19/11/2025), I fol-
lowed this route and observed that the arroyo
provides only limited exposure of Aptian strata
(Fig. 11.C-J). It is important to note that the
beds below number 10 (i.e., those including the
candidate boundary) are not visible, as is also
the case for other intervals of the Cau section
(e.g., between beds 11 and 13). In conclusion,
the section is poorly preserved and does not ap-
pear suitable for establishing a Global Boundary
Stratotype Section and Point (GSSP).

I also incorrectly stated that "the Aptian
Working Group (...) proposed the Cau section
(Fig. 9.A, Province of Alicante, SE Spain; GPS
coordinates: 38°42'13.4"N, 0°00'16.2"W), with
its set of cores (D1 to D4), as the candidate for
the GSSP" (GRANIER, 2025, p. 9).

After my second visit to the Cau section, I
contacted the Working Group in order to report
the advanced degradation of the site. In light of
this issue, and other issues that will emerge lat-
er, I recommended withdrawal of the initial sub-
mission. I received an immediate reply from one
co-chair of the Working Group (H.J. WEISSERT,
personal communication, 22/11/2025) stating

that "the Cau GSSP proposal has been and still
is based on data from a core." The second co-
chair (E. ErRBA, Chair of the International Com-
mission on Stratigraphy, personal communica-
tion, 22/11/2025) further explained that "the
large majority of the Aptian WG voted for the
Cau core (D4) in order to place the GSSP. There
is already a GSSP in an ice core. Please wait for
the proposal to express your comments. However,
it must be clear that the decision will not change."

Quaternary ice cores should remain excep-
tional cases, justified only by the absence of
suitable exposures (i.e., marine successions
with a continuous fossil record and no hiatus)
for those ages. Reference to these cases as re-
presenting a valid precedence is therefore inap-
propriate. Existing rules and recommendations
of the International Commission on Stratigraphy
(HEDBERG et al., 1976; CowiE et al., 1986; SALVA-
DOR, ed., 1994; REMANE et al., 1996) do not spe-
cifically indicate cores as acceptable locations
for GSSPs. However, by their very nature, they
should not be considered acceptable, a position
that reflects what is widely acknowledged in the
stratigraphic community as a matter of discipli-
nary common sense, i.e., a principle so funda-
mental that its formal codification has, to date,
been regarded as unnecessary.

A GSSP is defined as a reference 'point',
physically demarcated by a 'golden spike’,
placed within a stratigraphic 'section' at a desig-
nated 'site'. By definition, a drilling locality cor-
responds to a 'site', and the strata penetrated
during drilling constitute a 'section'. However,
this section is entirely located in the subsurface,
which makes physical placement of a 'golden
spike' impossible at any drilling site. Coring is a
sampling technique, and a core provides ideally
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Figure 11: The Cau section: Lithologic log redrawn from Ruiz-ORTIZ et al. (2016); ammonite zones from MORENO-BED-
MAR et al. (2012), modified; Carbon-isotope stratigraphy from Ruiz-ORTiz et al. (2016). A) The section recently
evaluated (22/11/2025) along a via pecuaria and an arroyo that crosses privately owned properties; B) Loose rock
marked with the number 33, found well above the actual section in the via pecuaria; C) Bed number 51, located
beside the via; D) Beds 47 and 48 at the junction of two vias; E) Beds 31 and 35; F) Beds 30 and 31; G) Beds 24
and 28; H) Beds 23? and 24; I) Bed 10 (no lower beds are visible); J) Beds 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, and 18.
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a continuous sampling ), but a core does not
constitute a site. A boundary correlative to the
stage boundary can be identified within a core,
yet a core cannot host a 'golden spike' and there-
fore cannot serve as the physical locus of a GSSP.

It needs to be remembered that a GSSP is
potentially a World Heritage Site. It should not
only be originally well preserved and subse-
quently protected, but also remain accessible to
both researchers and the general public. Selec-
tion of a boundary point within a core and des-
ignation of a section at a drilling location direct-
ly conflict with the fundamental requirement of
the GSSP, which demands a single, physically
accessible point in a stratigraphic section at a
single site.
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